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ABSTRACT

This study examines the presence of mystical themes within the Urdu
Qur'anic commentary Bayan al-Qur'an by Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi,
a prominent religious scholar of the Indian subcontinent. The paper
focuses on how Thanwi integrates elements of Sufi thought—such as
spiritual refinement, inner transformation, divine love, and the concept
of kashf (spiritual unveiling)—within a traditional framework of
Qur'anic exegesis. Rather than presenting an overtly mystical or
symbolic reading, Thanwi employs a subtle and disciplined approach,
grounding his interpretations in mainstream Islamic scholarship while
drawing upon his deep familiarity with Sufi ethics and practice. By
comparing his style with other major Sufi exegetes in the region, the
article highlights the unique balance he maintains between rational
interpretation and spiritual insight. This analysis contributes to a deeper
understanding of how Urdu tafsir evolved as a medium for expressing
both theological precision and inner religious experience during the late

colonial period.
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Conclusion
Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi’s Bayan al-Qur’an reflects a unique blend of deep spiritual
insight and disciplined scholarly method. Unlike tafsirs that rely heavily on mystical
symbolism or abstract interpretations, Thanwi’s work demonstrates a careful integration of
Sufi themes within a framework of clarity, precision, and traditional Islamic scholarship. His
approach gives space to the inner dimensions of the Qur'an—such as purification of the soul,
sincerity in worship, and divine love—without detaching from the outward meanings and
legal implications of the verses.
This study shows that Bayan al-Qur’an stands at an important intersection in the history of
Urdu tafsir literature. It draws from the rich legacy of Sufi interpretation while responding to
the needs of a modern audience seeking both spiritual depth and intellectual clarity. Thanwi’s
ability to balance these elements speaks to his role not only as a commentator of the Qur’an,
but also as a spiritual guide rooted in the realities of his time.
In a period marked by reform, revival, and shifting religious sensibilities in South Asia,
Bayan al-Qur’an offers a window into how traditional scholars like Thanwi sought to
preserve the soul of Islamic spirituality while remaining faithful to the textual tradition. His
contribution reminds us that Qur'anic interpretation can be both deeply spiritual and
intellectually sound—an enduring model for generations to come.
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