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ABSRACT

This study investigates Symbolism as a narrative technique employed to enrich
thematic depth and interpretive complexity in literary texts. This is an attempt to
probe how symbolic representation functions within a narrative structure to
convey meanings transcending literal expression. This particular paper tends to
ecxplore the ways in which the writers used narrative technique of Symbolism to
depict abstract ideas, psychological states and feelings, thereby engaging readers
in the process of a particular interpretation that deepens the overall narrative
experience. Representative Authers of this narrative technique are examined for
their strategic use of Symbolism to construct existential, moral and psychological
dimensions in their works. It concludes that the Symbolism, as a narrative
technique transforms storytelling from an ordinary sequence of events into an
interpretive act, erasing the boundries between concrete and abstract, and
enabling literay work to communicate the ineffable through suggestion and
resonance.
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1. Symbol the term given to a visible object representing to the mind, the symbolance of
something which is not known but realised by association." Encyclopedia Britanica, Edition

1965, p.701
I pedialie S e b B L gpk b ol S 2

14872005 st
3. The word Symbol drives from the Greek verb symbolllien, the throw together, and its noun
Symbolon 'Mark', 'token' or 'Sign'. it is an object, animate or inanimate, which represents or
'Stands for something else". J.A. Cudden, Literary Terms and Literary Theory, Wiley-
Blackwell, p.699

4. Symbolism is the use of symbols to signify ideas and qualities by giving them symbolic
meanings that are different from their literal sense". Cambridge Learner Advance Dictionary,

4th Edition
5. The use of symbols to express or represent ideas or qualities in literature, art, science etc is
called symbolism. Symbolism is also the particular idea or quality that is expressed by a

symbol." Learner's Dictionary. 2014
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6. Symbolism can take different forms". it is generally an object representing another to give it
an entirely different meaning that is much deeper and more significant. Sometimes, however,
an action, an event or a word spoken by someone may have a symbolic value. For instance,
"smile" is a symbol of friendship. Similarly, the action of someone smiling at you may stand
as a symbol of the feeling of affection which that person has for you. Symbols do shift their
meaniings depending on the context they are used in. "A Chain" for example, may stand for
"union" as well as " imprisonment". Literarydevices.net

7. Merriam Webster Dictionary tells about Symbolism is the art or practice of using symbols
especially by investing things with a symboilic meaning or by expressing the invisible or
intangible by means of visible or sensuous representations as

1. Artistic imitation or invention that is method of revealing or suggesting immaterial,
ideal, or otherwise intagible truth or states

ii. the use of conventional or traditional signs in the representaion of divine beings and spirits.

8. Merrian Webster Dicitionary

(1) The practice of representing things by means of symbols or of attributing symbolic meanings

or significance to objects, events or relationships

(i1) A System of symbols or representations.

(ii1) A symbolic meaning or representation.

(iv) Revelation or suggestion of intagible conditions or truths by artistic invention.

(v) Symbolism The movement, theory or practice of the late 19th century Symbolists.

9. In literature, Symbolism was asthetic movement that encouraged writers to express their
ideas, feelings and values by means of symbols or suggestions rather than by direct
statement". Indigo Dictionary of Literary Criticism", Cosmo Publications, New Dehli, 2003,

p. 330
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.C.G. Jung, Symbols of Transformation, Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd, London, 1956, p. 124.11
.J.A.C. Brown, Freud and the Post-Freudians, Penguine Books, England, 1967, p.44.12
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